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A Roeland Park For All Ages
As part of its mission to make Roeland Park a renewable, thriving
home for the entire community, the Sustainability Committee is helping the city work toward recognition under the Mid America Regional
Council's "Community For All Ages" program. An incentive program
created by the KC Communities for All Ages and First Suburbs Coalition, the Community for All Ages program seeks to recognize communities that are taking steps to become more welcoming to residents of
all ages and, in the process, more vibrant, healthy, and prosperous. In
the coming months, the Sustainability Committee hopes to hold community meetings to assess age friendly issues, identify goals, report to
the City Council, and work toward establishing a strategic plan to help
make Roeland Park a better place for Millennials, Boomers, and the
Greatest Generation. More information
can be found at City Hall or by contacting the Sustainability Committee
at RPsustainability@gmail.com

Come Share Your Story!

See pg 2 for
more info.

Roeland Park Sustainability Committee's Generation Exchange Takes Off Spring 2016
Are you a longtime -- or even lifelong -- resident of Roeland Park who is interested in sharing and preserving some of the
city's oldest traditions? Do you have ideas on how to improve the city for people of all ages and abilities? If so, you are a
perfect candidate to participate in the inaugural Roeland Park Generation Exchange! As part of the Community For All
Ages program, the Sustainability Committee is seeking to match interested candidates with students from Roesland
Elementary to foster a healthy discussion about the important traditions and values of Roeland Park that our residents
would like to preserve for all future generations. If you are interested in participating, or would like more information,
please contact the Sustainability Committee at RPsustainability@gmail.com.
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Spring Leaf Pickup Trial Program

Thank you, Mark Pentz!

This March, the public works department will be offering a

Mark Pentz lent us 5 months of his last year in working life to assist the
City through our transition from City Administrators Aaron Otto to Keith
Moody. With an even hand, he helped keep the Governing Body moving forward through some tough decisions as well as provided insight
into numerous topics from the budget to public works. We wish him the
best as he once again attempts to separate himself from one of the
loves of his life, municipal work.

Spring Leaf Pickup Program on a pilot basis. This event will
take place March 14th through March 23rd. Please see the
map insert for your neighborhood’s designated leaf pickup
day. To guarantee pickup, leaves must be in the street about
a foot from the curb the evening before your scheduled
pickup. Please ensure your leaves are free of rocks or similar
items, as they can damage the machine. After your scheduled date has passed, it is the homeowners responsibility to
remove leaves from the street for proper disposal.

WE THANK YOU, MARK!
You are always welcome in Roeland Park.

Snow Season is Here

New Benches Installed in R Park
Five benches have been installed in R Park during October, 2015, bringing some creature
comforts to the park. Citizens Fundraising Initiative for R Park purchased 18 amenities
during the spring and summer of 2015, thanks to the many donations from citizens and
businesses in Roeland Park! The City’s Public Works Dept. completed the installation. 5
benches, 3 picnic tables, 4 trash receptacles and 1 bike rack will be installed in the spring
of 2016. The amenities, made of ipe wood and powder-coated steel were carefully chosen by the Parks and Trees Committee for their durability, low maintenance, sustainability, good design, and comfort. Ipe (ee-pay) is one of the most dense woods on earth as
well as being resistant to bugs and rot. However, citizens should understand that these
amenities were chosen, knowing that they will slowly weather to a soft, pewter gray color. Despite the color change, these amenities will continue to look natural and elegant.
They should not have the unsightly appearance that many other softer weathered woods
have, such as cracking and peeling with an uneven surface. These handsome amenities
are projected to last 25-50 years.

Police Chief’s Corner
I would like to relay information on the importance of calling 911 for anything suspicious and for emergencies in our
community. The Roeland Park Police Department has dispatch services provided by the Johnson County Sheriff’s Office, as do many other
cities in N.E. Johnson County. When you call 911, they have direct contact with
our officers on the street and other agencies also hear the same dispatched radio information. This provides information to numerous officers, including specific details of your call along with information that is sent to computers in patrol
vehicles. By calling 911 for anything suspicious in your neighborhood or for an
emergency, we are able to respond to those incidents faster. Do not hesitate to
call 911. All other non-emergency numbers can be found on the police link on
the city web page. Be safe out there!!
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Our Public Works department
is asking all residents to
please park your vehicles in
the driveway as we do our
best to clear the roads.
Vehicles in the street can
cause obstructions to our
snow removal efforts. The
best snow removal is a collaborative effort between the residents and the City. Please be
considerate!

In Memoriam:
Gail Sweany
Former Councilmember,
committee volunteer and
long-term City Clerk, Gail
Sweany, passed away on
October 20th, 2015.
Sweany Park, located at
the intersection of Neosho
and Wells, was named
after Gail Sweany in 1997.
This community is indebted to Ms. Sweany for her
service and she will be
dearly missed.

Council Actions September – December

2016 Construction
Update
County Assisted Roads
(CARS)
- Commerce Bank Intersection near Johnson Drive &
Roe Blvd.
- County Line Road, between
Mission Road & 48th Street
- Emergency Turnaround on
Roe Blvd, north of 48th Street
Stormwater Maintenance
Projects
- Roe Lane, between Roe
Blvd & 48th Street

Sept 21
APPROVED

Commerce Bank De
velopment Agreement
extension
Oct 19
APPROVED


2015 Street Maintenance Change Order to
cover unexpected asphalt costs

Ordinance 918, amend-

- 4800 Birch Street

Upcoming Council Dicsussions

Surface Treatment Program
(STP/CARS)



- 48th Street & Roe Blvd



2016 Street Maintenance
Program



We are finalizing these locations and will share information as soon as we can.








ing code to allow covered front porches
Ordinance 919, to add
language for site clean
up following demolition
of structures.
Ordinance 921, revising
code relating to structures unfit for human
use and habitation to
be in accordance to
state law.

Additional Bus Stops in Roeland
Park
Dumpster Bag Regulations
Short Term Rental Regulations
Nall Park Bathroom Remodel
Community Forum—January 5th
City Rebranding
Parks Master Plan
KDOT Ramp Metering

Agendas, packets and minutes for all City Council and Workshop meetings are available at
www.roelandpark.net/2015-city-councilagendasminutes/ or by scanning the QR code to
the left.
The public is welcome to attend city meetings. If
you need accommodations, please contact the
City Clerk at 913-722-2600 (Kansas Relay Service 1-800-766-3777). Please give 48 hours'
notice.

Nov 16
APPROVED

Tree Maintenance Contract Award

Restructure existing
Committee of the
Whole process to new
“Workshop” structure
for a trial period of six
months.

Did you know?
Dumpsters and Portable
Storage containers must
have a permit on file with the
City before they are delivered! $20 permit fee applies,
$50 if pulled after delivery.

The Kansas City Metro has a new consolidated public transport system! For
more information visit www.ridekc.org

Staff Profile: Meet Jennifer Murphy
What is your position at Roeland Park? What are your primary duties?
I am the Administrative Assistant at City Hall. I perform most resident/customer service duties, various
operational tasks as well as social media management and other communications (including this newsletter!) for the City.
How long have you been with the City?
1 year.
What do you like most about living and working in Roeland Park?
The convenient access to various KC metro entertainment districts is what originally drew me to Roeland Park. Through my position with the City, I feel very lucky to have had the opportunity to meet the many passionate residents that make Roeland Park such a vibrant community to be a part of. We should all be proud of the great things happening in
Roeland Park.
What do you do for fun?
Between work and attending grad school at UMKC, what little free time I have left is spent playing music and cuddling my dog
and cat.
If you could have lunch with anyone alive or deceased, who would it be and why?
Marie Curie. She was a pioneer in her field despite having to overcome constant hurdles as woman and has left a lasting legacy
3 transcends the realm of science.
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From the Desk of Mayor Joel Marquardt
We hope your 2015 holiday season has been a great one. In reflection, it has been a
very good year for Roeland Park with many wonderful things happening. Below are
listed just a few items I am thankful for, but not necessarily in order:
1.New City Administrator (and Staff): A few months ago, our City had the great fortune
of finding Keith Moody to be our City Administrator, the third person to hold this position
in the City’s history. Keith brings with him over 20 years of service at similarly sized cities, serving the City of Harrisonville, MO most recently. Thank you, Keith, for your early
strong leadership and guidance. I must also give a “shout out” to our positive administrative staff. If you didn’t know, we only have 6 staff members, including the City Administrator, covering all day to day City activities other than police and public works.
2. Roeland Park Police Outreach: Over the past year, our Police Department has been
highlighted in the news on more than one occasion for helping those in need. Certainly
their top priority is to keep our city safe, but in the face of negative national headlines
our department has made the news for compassion.
3. Public Works projects: From park improvements to city street repairs, our small public works crew is keeping our city public
spaces and streets functioning well.
4. Community Events: I want to thank our many citizens on our volunteer committees for all you do. Just a few of the events put on
primarily by our citizen committees this year include the Arbor/
Earth Day Celebration, City Wide Block Party, Barktoberfest,
and several art events including art shows, “art marts,” a scavenger hunt and the holiday outdoor décor contest.
5. Strategic Plan Progress: Over the last couple years, the City completed a Strategic Plan led by some of our most active and optimistic citizens. This work involved a great deal of citizen input,
and now the Governing Body is taking our first steps toward implementing the goals outlined.
6. Citizen Donations: On page 2 of this newsletter, you can read about the many monetary donations made toward the
purchase of amenities for R Park. This includes 5 new benches which have already been installed. THANK YOU!
7. Old Pool Site progress: In the past few months, the City has had the
“Old Pool Site” cleared, then excavated to allow for the interior of the cave
structures to be analyzed. While we have been told by cave engineering
experts that the cave ceilings are probably not worth keeping, our Ad Hoc
Committee is working toward finding and filling this property for its “highest
and best use.”
8. Roe and Johnson Development: We are all aware that the Walmart/
Gateway is still being discussed in Mission at the Southwest corner of Roe
and Johnson. We also are working to attract quality complimentary development in the northwest and northeast corners. In the Spring, we look to
have the full north and south-bound access to both sites installed just
south of 57th and Roe. This will precede Commerce Bank’s a construction
on the NW corner.
9. Community Center Upgrades: You may have noticed the building
has a new coat of blue paint with some gold trim as a nod to the
building’s ‘50’s origin. In addition, a new roof, 2 new HVAC
units, new classroom lighting, kitchen shutters and presentation
technology in the MPR room have all been upgraded. We are
always looking for cost-effective solutions to improve this great
community resource.
10. Council Progress and Actions: Finally, I am happy that Council is
working together to pass ordinances with great City benefits. We
believe our expanded rental inspections and changing regulations to allow for more front porches will do just that, even if in
subtle ways.
I hope you feel as thankful as I do. We have a great city. And as
always, THANK YOU to all our City employees for making Roeland Park great. We are all fortunate to have your
best in Roeland Park!
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A Note from City Administrator, Keith Moody
Greetings:
It has been an exciting 45 days as your new City Administrator. I have been absorbing all of the information
about the City and have enjoyed getting to meet the
great citizens of Roeland Park. I might share a little
about myself, I grew up in a small town in northeast Iowa, La Port City and completed my undergraduate degree in Finance at the University of Northern Iowa in
Cedar Falls. I started my public service career in Knoxville, Iowa as the Finance Officer/Assistant to the City
Manager, moving to Missouri in 1996 when I accepted the City Administrator position
with Platte City. While in Platte City I completed my Masters degree at Webster University in Kansas City. I moved from the northwest corner of the metro to the southeast in 2008 accepting the position as City Administrator in Harrisonville, Missouri. My amazing wife of 10 years is from Kansas City and we are blessed to be
raising two wonderful daughters. I inherited an appreciated for motorcycles and cars
from my father, racing a sports car to relax and dabbling in vintage motorcycle restoration for fun.
With the new year, I am eager to see new developments come to our community at
the north and south end of Roe Boulevard. The city will be working with Commerce
Bank to establish a full access intersection for the site they purchased from the city at
the northwest corner of Johnson Drive and Roe Boulevard by early spring. The City
is working jointly with Mission and the Mid America Regional Council on site development scenarios for the northeast corner of this same intersection, which is land currently owned by the city of Roeland Park.
At the northeast corner of Roe Boulevard and 48th Street, the old pool site, the city
has completed assessing the condition of the caves and is completing an in depth
survey of the land area which includes the caves and existing public works site. Although the assessment of the caves concluded that they are not structurally able to be
occupied, the city is moving to the next step of determining if filling the caves or imploding the ceilings is the most cost effective method of developing the sites for commercial use.
After the first of the year, Mid America Regional Council will begin accepting applications for 2019-2020 street improvement funds through their Surface Transportation
Program. Roeland Park will be submitting Roe Boulevard for consideration. It is our
hope that the project will receive 80% funding through STP and serve as an opportunity to make this primary corridor for the city into a gateway.
These are a few of the exciting opportunities we have approaching, I encourage you
to sign up for our email alert system to keep up to date on progress of these projects
by texting ROELANDPARK to 22828 or by visiting www.roelandpark.org.
Enthusiastically,
Keith

The Dedication Ceremony for the

Is your animal licensed?
All dogs and cats over 6
months of age must be licensed
annually and immunized
against rabies. For more information, contact City Hall.
913-722-2600

George R. Schegel Art Gallery
located at City Hall occurred on
October 17, 2015. As the City Art
Commissioner, Schlegel (pictured
right) has been dedicated to
showcasing local talent and
advocating for the arts through
rotating monthly exhibits since 1994.
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Rental
Inspection Changes
Effective
January 1, 2015
In order to increase public
safety and health, the Roeland Park City Council made
two major changes pertaining to rental inspections in
2015. 1) The Council provided a process to have rental
inspections of residential
properties and apartments
by request of the tenant or
renter and 2) Mandatory
rental inspections beginning
January 1, 2016. Single family homes and duplex properties will be inspected upon
vacancy no more than once
per year and apartment units
will be inspected once every
four years.
City staff held two forums to
discuss these changes with
landlords in October and
November. The rental community requested regular
communication for landlords
and renters on rental regulations. Neighborhood Services staff will send quarterly
emails to those who sign up
regarding tips on keeping
rental properties up to code.
If you would like to receive
these notifications, please
email Jennifer Murphy at
jemurphy@roelandpark.org
or call City Hall at 913-7222600.

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 1 – New Year’s Day - City Offices Closed
January 5 - Community Forum - Roeland Park Community Center - 6 PM
January 18 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day - City Offices Closed
February 6 - Lovey Dovey Art Mart - Roeland Park Community Center - 1:00 – 4:00 PM – Handcrafted gifts
for your sweetheart available from local artists!
February 27 - Trivia Night to Save R.O.A.D. - Roeland Park Community Center - 7:00 - 10:00 PM - Event to benefit Roesland Elementary 4th graders’ Reach Out And Dance program. Adults 21+.
March 26 – City Egg Hunt - Nall Park (48th & Nall) - The hunt begins at 11:30 AM sharp!
April 30th – City National Arbor Day Celebration - Details TBA
May 12-15 - City Wide Garage Sale - No Permit needed to participate! Set up your garage sale from Thurs
day through Sunday!
Stay connected!
Text ROELANDPARK to 22828
or visit the City’s website to
subscribe to City emails.

Right of Way Yard Restoration
In 2015 the City had 4 large fiber projects throughout the City for Google, AT&T, United Private Networks, and Level 3 Communications. Each of the companies will be required to replace the sod or grass seed that has not grown since it was planted. If you believe
that your sod is dead, or you need more yard restoration performed on your property in the areas that were impacted due to these
projects please contact our Director of Public Works, Jose Leon at 913-722-5435 or jleon@roelandpark.org.
“Heads Up” for a June Soccer Clinic for Kids!
Kids ages 2-11 will have an opportunity to sharpen their soccer skills by taking
part in a mid-to-late June, 2016, soccer clinic in R Park.
The exact date will be set soon. Watch for details and information regarding the
$15 preregistration at www.myrpark.org. Registration at the event is $20. Space
is limited. Beginner and Intermediate levels. Each child will leave the clinic with
a soccer memento valued at $10 or more. This skilled
clinic will be put on by “Amplified Soccer” and “i9 Sports of
Johnson County.” This event is a fundraiser for a drinking
fountain in R Park. Engage your child’s skills, celebrate
soccer, and support R Park all at the same time!

Help us save R.O.A.D.
Reach Out And Dance benefits Roesland Elementary 4th
graders in partnership with the Kansas City Ballet.
Join us for the First Annual Roesland PTA Trivia Night to
support this valuable program on Saturday, February 27,
2016 from 7-10pm at the Roeland Park Community Center.
For ticket information, email theroeslandpta@gmail.com.
Adults 21 and over.
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Calling all Pirates for a June “Treasure in
Arrr Park” Event!
Pirates young and old are invited to a FREE
event on Saturday, June 4, 2016, from 10 – noon
in our treasured R Park. Raindate is June 11. Have
fun walking the plank, hooking the pirate and toppling
the parrot. Be enchanted with pirate stories and pirate
songs.
Proceeds from a $5 pirate lunch will go toward the purchase of a
drinking fountain for R Park. To err is human, to Arrr is Pirate! (Stay
on in R Park to enjoy the All City Block Party in the afternoon.)

New
Year.
-

New
You.
Roeland Park Community Center
(913) 826-3160
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday: 8AM - 5PM
ROOM RENTAL HOURS
Monday - Thursday: 8 AM - 10PM
Friday - Saturday: 8AM - 10:30PM
Sunday: 11AM - 8PM
Roeland Park Aquatic Center
(913) 432-1377
LAP SWIM HOURS
Monday - Thursday:
6AM - 4:00PM,
6:30PM-9PM
Friday: 6AM-4PM
Saturday: 12PM-5PM
Sunday: 12PM-4PM
OPEN SWIM HOURS
Monday - Friday: 12PM - 4PM
Saturday: 12PM-5PM
Sunday: Closed
.

BABY POOL
Closed
FITNESS ROOM
Monday - Thursday: 7AM - 8PM
Friday: 7AM - 6PM
Saturday: 8AM - 12PM
Sunday: Closed
Roeland Park Sports Dome
(913) 362-8700
OPEN GYM
Monday - Friday: 11AM - 1PM
LEAGUE HOURS
Sunday - Thursday: 6PM - 10PM
FACILITY RENTALS
(913) 826-3160
Monday – Thursday: 8AM - 10PM
Friday & Sat: 8AM - 10:30PM
Sunday: 11AM - 8PM
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ROELAND PARK COMMUNITY CENTER
Upcoming Events
Magic: Magicians-in-Training (Ages 8-16) 6:00-8:00pm March 11th $46 per person.
Pick a card, any card! Learn sleight-of-hand tricks with cards and coins from a real magician! Dale Huffman teaches his students prediction, misdirection, one ahead, and the
paddle move. The workshop also covers the history and main principals of magic. Take
home magic kit included.
Teen Scene: Super Bowl Party (Ages 12-15) February 7th. 6-10:30pm, $38 per person. Forget hanging out with parents on Super Bowl Sunday; make plans with
your friends to meet at this teens only Super Bowl party. Wear your favorite team’s colors and come with an appetite! We’ll watch the game and halftime show, hang out, play
group games, and munch on party snacks! Call (913) 826-3160 to register by 2/1.
Dolly and Me, Afternoon Tea (Ages 3-5 with Adult) Wednesday, Feb. 17, 11 am12:30pm, $12 per person. Put on a party dress, grab your favorite dolly and grown
-up, and join new friends for a special tea party. Decorate tea cups, make jewelry for
you and dolly, and play with new friends. Mini sandwiches, sweet treats, and tea will be
served.
Leap Day Karaoke (Ages 50 & over) February 29th, 6 pm-9pm, $15 per person.
Leap into the spotlight at this musical event! Sing individually or with a group to your
favorite songs and an understanding audience. Leap Day only happens once every four
years, don’t miss out on this special event! Dinner included and music provided. Register before 2/22 by calling (913) 826-3160
Valentine’s Day Brunch and Bingo (Ages 50 & over) February 13, 10:00am12:30pm $15 per person. Start this Valentine’s Day weekend off with a delicious,
hearty brunch at the Roeland Park Community Center. Twelve games of bingo will be
played, followed by a sweet treat! Bingo winners will be awarded prizes ranging from
gift bags to gift certificates. Singles and couples welcome.
Crazy for Cakes (Ages 14 & Older) February 13, 12:30-2:30 pm for 4 weeks $55 per
person. Put some pizazz on your desserts! Learn basic piping techniques and
simple flower designs including the rose and frosting methods. By the end of the class
you will have the basic knowledge to create beautiful deliciousness. Please call or email Rachel at (913) 826-3163 or rachel.obrien@jocogov.org for the supply list.
Clay for Little Hands (Ages 3-6) February 10th for 3 weeks, 9:30-10:10 am, $35 per
person. Clay has a natural appeal to preschoolers. Children will pound, pinch,
roll, flatten, poke, tear, squeeze, coil, stretch, squash, twist, and bend their clay into all
sorts of shapes and sizes encouraging large and fine motor skills. Preschoolers will feel
proud of their hard work after we fire it in our kiln and glaze it to create a keepsake for
years to come.
Twist, Coil, and Roll Ceramics for Kids (Ages 6-11) Four week sessions starting
January 9th and February 13th, 9-10 am, $45 per person. Spend Saturday morning
getting messy with clay! All students will learn basic hand-building techniques and get to
take home a unique work of art. Art builds confidence because there is not just one right
way to make art. Fee includes clay, lead-free glazes, and kiln firing.

City of Roeland Park
4600 W 51st Street
Roeland Park, Kansas 66205
www.roelandpark.org

erinthompsonforrp@gmail.com
(913) 667-9159

@RoelandParkKS

