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Drinking Fountain Installed at R Park
A much-needed drinking fountain for people and dogs was installed in R Park
this spring. The project was made possible through a combined effort of the
City, private businesses and Roeland Park citizens.
A gigantic “Thank you!” goes to Roeland Park resident Jan Duncan, owner
of Synergy Construction Company, for donating $17,500 of labor and materials to trench the water line across R Park, purchase and install a backflow
preventer, construct the concrete pad, and install the water fountain. First National Bank championed the project with a significant donation of
$1,000. Citizens’ Fundraising Initiative for R Park raised $4,850 from generous local citizens and businesses. The City’s Public Works Department coordinated the effort with Water One and dug the water main connection site.
This new drinking fountain in R Park is truly an example of how cooperation among many entities in a City can get
the job done. Thirsty children, adults and canine friends will thank these donors throughout the hot summer and for
years to come.

Sprucing up Roeland Park
Did you know our Public Works crews have been re-landscaping in areas of our City? The pictures below show
newly landscaped areas at the Community Center. Public Works has also re-landscaped the island at Juniper &
Sycamore Streets, along with the front of our City Hall. Our public facilities reflect the pride our staff has in
their work.

Parks Passport Program The City of Roeland Park has joined Fairway, Leawood, Merriam,
Mission, and Prairie Village to venture into a Parks Passport Program. This is a friendly challenge
to visit a park chosen by each City and answer three questions about the park. This begins July 1
and ends August 6, 2016. Participation is free! Each participant’s name will be entered to win a
Grand Prize of a 2017 Pool Membership and Superpass or $150 Park and Recreation Voucher to
one of the six participating cities of your choice. More information will be available soon.

Police Chief’s Corner
“Traffic Safety”
The Roeland Park Police Department is committed to making our streets as safe as possible
for pedestrians and citizens driving in our community. We take a proactive approach in education and enforcement of the traffic laws. Our patrol units are equipped with radar units and
we enforce the speed limits to help reduce accidents, injuries, and property damage. One of
our top priorities is working the school zones to ensure all the children arrive safely to class. We work special traffic
safety enforcement events sponsored by the State of Kansas three times each year. We also established an enhanced
traffic enforcement unit and utilize a traffic monitoring sign to remind drivers of the posted speed limits in problem areas.
For the last two years we received the “AAA Community Traffic Safety Award” and established traffic safety as a performance measure for the department. Please drive safely and remember to buckle up!
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2016 City Projects
The colored map on the back page of this newsletter represents city project locations for 2016. Some 2015 projects
were pushed to 2016 for construction.
The 2015 CARS Project is a full curb replacement along County Line Road between Mission Road and Roe
Lane. Another aspect of our 2015 CARS program is a emergency turnaround to be constructed in the median on Roe
Blvd, north of 48th Street.
2016 Stormwater Projects in two locations will address deteriorated corrugated metal pipe (CMP). This will take place on
Roe Lane, between 48th Street and Roe Blvd. The other location is 4800 Birch.
Our 2016, In-House Prep Work involves removing and replacing deteriorated asphalt patches. We will also look to contract out larger patches of asphalt that are too large for our Public Works staff to address. The 2016 Surface Treatments
will be conducted by a hired contractor to place a thin overlay surface on these streets. This will provide a uniform look
to the street and serve as preventative maintenance.
The 2016 CARS Project on Roe Blvd will provide access to the sites on the east and west side of Roe Boulevard at the
proposed Commerce Bank site.
Finally, our 2016 Street Coring Locations will begin investigating the sub-surface and conditions of these streets. If you
have any questions on any of this information, please contact our Director of Public Works, Jose Leon at 913-722-2600
or email him at jleon@roelandpark.org.

Door Hangers to Inform You of Maintenance Work on Your Street Summer is here and that means
construction work throughout the City has begun! Our Public Works crews will be out doing asphalt repair work throughout the City. We have developed a door hanger which we will place on doors directly adjacent to the streets being
worked on. If you receive a door hanger, please understand that we will need access to the street directly in front of
your home. We will work as efficiently as possible. The City has approved a contract for surface treatments, concrete
curb/gutter, and sidewalk replacement with Harbour Construction. They will be working through the summer. Please refer to the map on the back page of this newsletter to identify if your street will be scheduled for 2016. Contact our Superintendent, Donnie Scharff at dscharff@roelandpark.org or 913-722-2600 for any questions or concerns.

Have a Happy and Safe Independence Day!
9dsalfjasldkfj
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Text to 911 is now available throughout the Greater Kansas City region.
Texting to 911 is intended for situations where callers are not able to
speak safely. Calling is still the preferred method for contacting 911.

Council Actions March/April

Thank you, R Park
Donors!
March 21
APPROVED

Johnson County Fiber
Agreement

TIF 2 Plan Stormwater
and City Hall ADA
Projects

2015 CARS Bids

Reappoint City Attorney, Ethic Attorrney,
Bond Council, Finance
Advisor, Judge, Prosecutor

2017 WCA (Town and
Country) Rate Change

BUSINESS DONORS
Walmart in Roeland Park
Lucky Brew Grille
Five Guys
Pie Five
Moss Printing
Complete Dental Care
Hen House
Subway
Farmers’ Insurance, Scott Ferrel
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Stephen Hall
Beverly Chapman
Deb McLaren

All things transit in Kansas City. For
more information visit the new
www.ridekc.org

April 18
APPROVED

Update Proposed
2017 Pay Scale
May 16
APPROVED

Ordinance 929, CityWide Block Party

Branding Agreement
Benedictine

Citizen Satisfaction
Survey

Ordinance 932,
Providing for the keeping of chickens

NotifyJoCo is a mass notification system designed to keep Johnson County residents and
businesses informed of emergencies and
certain non-emergency events. By registering
with NotifyJoCo and customizing your alert
preferences, you’ll receive time-sensitive
messages directly from the County, city, and
participating public utilities. See more at:
http://www.notifyjoco.org.








UPCOMING COUNCIL
DISCUSSIONS
Governing body to
consider raising the
age to buy cigarettes
and tobacco products
Discussion of large
fabric dumpster bags
at workshop in November
Replat Parish property from 1 to 3 lots
2017 Budget Adoption

Agendas, packets
and minutes for all
City Council and
Workshop meetings
are available at
www.roelandpark.net/2015-citycouncil-agendasminutes/ or by scanning the QR code to the left.

Removal of Weeds on Sidewalks and Driveways
City Code states it is the responsibility of the property owner/resident to maintain the sidewalks in front of their property, driveways
and driveway aprons. Please take steps to remove any volunteer growth.
Are you looking for ways to remove those pesky weeds in an environmentally friendly way? Try pouring a vinegar solution on the
weeds or put baking soda in the cracks.

A Friendly Reminder: No Open Burning
Outside open burning within the City of Roeland Park and Consolidated Fire District #2 is prohibited. Open burning of brush and other yard waste is not allowed. Outside cooking of food in proper grills or ovens, or outside use
of chimineas is allowed. (Ord. No. 769, § 1; Code 2007). Your yard waste can be put out for collection in paper
yard waste bags on your regular trash day. You can also compost some of your yard waste, especially leaves and grass clippings,
and other acceptable vegetation according to City Ordinance 832.
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From the Desk of Mayor Joel Marquardt

What Does the Mayor Do?
I’ve been asked this question many times, especially by young people in our community.
The following are just a few of the things I am involved with:

MONEY & BUDGET: I do my best to weigh and balance the needs and wants of citizens
in our community to maintain and improve upon our quality of life in Roeland Park. This
is especially challenging considering there is a wide range of wealth and desires,
from those who are just getting by to those who are more fortunate. The central question
is what is "best" and what do our citizens want and want to pay for in amenities (play equipment, shelters, sidewalks...), and
Public Works and Police levels of service (fewer cracks and potholes in the streets, leaf pick-up, more or fewer officers, etc.).
Answers to these questions vary greatly as the economic diversity of our citizens. What this boils down to is helping
to manage our City's money and passing a yearly budget each summer.

LAWS: I meet with City Council to make the best rules we can for our city. I work with the City Administrator and Council
President to set agendas for our meetings. I chair Council meetings and discuss future laws and rules with our Council in our
Governing Body Workshops. I also work with our City Administrator and other City staff to help carry out our laws to ensure
they are being adhered to. When Council is divided with a tie vote, I cast the deciding vote.

INTRODUCE AND ASSIST IN NEW AREAS OF FOCUS: In the past few years, along with the Council, we started an
Events Committee. The Committee has initiated the City Wide Block Party, Barktoberfest, and brought back the Easter Egg
Hunt, as well as other events. We currently have a Bike/Walk Ad Hoc Committee which is studying safety and amenities in
these areas. We started a Community Foundation Committee which encourages and manages monetary gifts to the City.
Citizens like you have donated many thousands of dollars and time over the past couple of years to make our City better. If
you haven’t been to R Park lately, take a stroll there to see the changes. In the recent past we have also had the Strategic
Planning Committee which has come up with a Plan for the City, which has begun to bear fruit with our branding initiative.
Other areas of focus also include a Salary & Benefits Committee and volunteer designers, as well as other less formal focus
groups.

REPRESENT ROELAND PARK: As Mayor, I do my best to present a positive image of our City. It is not difficult with our
wonderful city employees, the MANY volunteers in the area of arts, sustainability, parks, events; a great Governing Body and
wonderful citizens I meet almost daily. I also get to hang out with kids from time-to-time. We have a 3rd grade class come to
City Hall each year and do the national Walk to School from City Hall. This year we have also had presentations by a robotics club and listened to presentations about our City from a 6 th grade class research project. Sometimes I even get to discuss books with younger kids over lunch as part of a "Chat-n-Chew" program. Beyond that, I make the yearly State of the
City address at a County luncheon, go to business openings and ribbon cuttings in our area, and make smaller presentations
at City events and public forums.

There is much to do, but with a great staff and governing body, it is much easier and enjoyable. I am very fortunate to have
the honor of serving as your Mayor and will continue to do my best. While you can contact staff at City Hall for most inquiries, I also get weekly calls and emails from citizens. I look forward to hearing from you. You may contact me at jmarquardt@roelandpark.org or at 913-722-2600 Ext. 210.

I hope you enjoy our great little City as much as I do. As always, THANK YOU to our amazing City Hall staff, Police and Public Works Departments for all you do!
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Statistics Show Roeland Park’s Cost of Living is Average in the Metro
Many residents are of the opinion that Roeland Park is an expensive place to live in the Kansas City Metro area, citing property taxes
as being a key factor in that argument. However, if you compare all taxes and utility rates for neighboring cities, Roeland Parkers’
investment in these items is average in the metro. This chart shows what an average family of four pays per year in taxes and utility
fees.
This information was gathered from utility companies, municipalities and counties. The increase in the local mill levy in 2014 has built
reserves in the general fund that are available to offset the decline in revenues due to the loss of Wal-Mart. The City has been building reserves since 2013, reserves are intended to cover two years of lost revenue due to vacancy in the Wal-Mart space.

Elected Officials Consider the City’s Capital Improvement Plan and Bond Funding
In 2017, City staff put together an extended Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for Council to consider going out 10 years instead of the
standard five years.
“The purpose of the extended time frame is to determine what capital projects the City can afford and how we will fund those important projects over time,” said Keith Moody, City Administrator. “After evaluating our available resources and the need, it’s my opinion that issuing bonds for some of these projects will be essential.”
The City held a public budget forum in May where the City Administrator reviewed the 2017 Budget and discussed using bond funding to cover the CIP work proposed. Residents who attended the meeting were supportive of the plan and suggested that the explanation on how the City would meet its debt obligations was reasonable.
“Fortunately, the City will be able to leverage its funding with several grants to conduct the work outlined in the CIP,” said Moody.
“Thanks to grants from the county, federal government, private foundations and citizen fundraising groups, only 26% of the $18.4
million investment anticipated in the first five years of the CIP will consist of local funds.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
June 25 - Soccer Clinic for Kids
July 3 - Independence Day Fireworks Display - Dusk - Bishop Miege High School, 5401 Reinhardt Dr.
July 4-8 - Trash Amnesty Days - Residents may set out more than the typical 96 gallons of household trash at no additional
cost. Does not include large items.
July 22 - Music Under the Stars - 6-8:30pm - RPCC, 4850 Rosewood Dr.
August 27—SMA Run, Bishop Miege School, 5:30 am to 10:30 am
September 8-11—City Wide Garage Sale
October 4—National Night Out
October 5— National Walk to School Day
October 8 - Barktoberfest in R Park
October 15 - Chili/Country Music Jamboree

Chili/Country Music Jamboree!
A “Chili/Country Music Jamboree” is being
planned for October 15, 2016, from 6-9 p.m. at
the Roeland Park Community Center. This spirited gathering will feature a variety of chili styles (including vegetarian), brews from Cinder Block Brewery, and toetapping country music from Miner’s Bluff Band. This
event is brought to you by Citizens Fundraising
Initiative for R Park and is a fund-raiser for
amenities such as a community shelter in R
Park. Tickets cost $20 for adults, $8 for ages 210 and children under 2 are free. Tickets will go on
sale June 1, 2016, at www.brownpapertickets.com *Select
“Chili Jamboree”. Get your tickets early, our last event
sold out!

Is your animal licensed?
In July, a life-sized sewn sculpture will be displayed in front of Roeland
Park's Community Center. The work, created by artist Maria
Ogedengbe, is titled "Sis !" and portrays a woman on a swing. This project has been planned with the help of Marek Gliniecki and Mary Schulteis. Libby Scarborough
and Keith Moody also helped with the planning of this display.

All dogs and cats over 6
months of age must be licensed annually and immunized against rabies. For more
information, contact City Hall
913.722.2600.

Congratulations to our Bishop Miege and
Shawnee Mission North boys' basketball
teams!
Bishop Miege boys’ basketball team took First
Place in the Kansas 4A Division 1 by defeating Andover Central and our Shawnee Mission North High School boys' basketball team won First Place in the 6A State Basketball Championship, defeating Wichita Southeast High School. Way to Go Teams !!
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Roeland Park Community CenRoeland Park
ter

Community Center
(913) 826-3160
(913) 826-3160

What do you do for fun?
Check out all these great perks, right in your own backyard!

Office Hours
Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8am - 5pm
Monday-Friday: 8am - 5pm

Fitness Room
Fitness Room
Monday-Thursday: 7am-8pm
Monday-Thursday: 7am-8pm
Friday: 7am - 6pm
Friday: 7am - 6pm
Saturday: 8am - 12pm
Saturday: 8am - 12pm
Sunday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

Room Rental Hours
Room Rental Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8am - 10pm
Monday-Thursday: 8am - 10pm
Friday-Saturday: 8am - 10:30pm
Friday-Saturday: 8am - 10:30pm
Sunday: 11am - 8pm
Sunday: 11am - 8pm

Roeland Park Aquatic Center
Roeland Park Aquatic Center
(913) 432-1377
(913) 432-1377
Pool hours subject to change for
Pool hours
subject
to change for
outdoor
season
outdoor season

Lap Swim Hours
Lap Swim Hours
Monday-Thursday: 6am - 4:30pm
Monday-Thursday:
6am - 4:30pm
& 7pm - 9pm
& 7pm - 9pm
Friday: 6am - 4pm
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Fitness Center - Memberships are offered in 3, 6 or 12 month increments with
single memberships starting at just $37 a month for individuals. Families can
join for as little as $46 and everyone can enjoy a day pass for just $4/day. Work
in Roeland Park? Talk to your employer about our NEW Fitness Room
Corporate Memberships!
Rentals - Whether planning a meeting, birthday party, or wedding reception, a
variety of rooms are available for rent. Rental spaces can accommodate
anywhere from 40-125 people and are an exceptional value for Roeland Park
residents. Looking for outdoor space? Check out our newly redone gazebo!
Special Event: Music Under the Stars (All Ages): July 22nd, 6:00 p.m. - 8:30
p.m., Free: Pack your lawn chairs and a picnic dinner for a night of music and fun
at this community gathering presented by the Roeland Park Arts Committee.
Pianists will play on a painted piano in the courtyard. Children can bring their
bikes to decorate for a parade along the sidewalk (weather permitting). Interested
in playing at the event? Pianists please call to register and an arts committee
member will be in contact.
50 Plus Bingo: Ice Cream Sundae: July 28th, 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., $5
residents/$6 nonresidents: Bingo! Delight in food, prizes, fun, and 12 jolly games
of bingo. Variety of prizes awarded including gift certificates to local businesses
throughout Johnson County.
Youth Cooking: Culinary Crusaders (Ages 6-10): August 6th, 10:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m., $35 residents/$39 nonresidents: These brave kids are on a mission to
create a healthy snack based on the foods found in the deep, dark pantry and
chilly shelves of the refrigerator. The crusaders will cook together, eat with their
new friends, and be responsible for the kitchen clean-up. The instructor will cover
basic cooking techniques appropriate for their development level.
Performing Group Music: New Horizons Band-Beginner Lessons: August
30th, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., $31 residents/$33 nonresidents: Always wanted to be
in a band but never learned an instrument? Now you can! Standard band
instruments (e.g. flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, percussion, and more) are
taught with the needs of non-traditional students in mind. No prior music
knowledge or experience is needed. Participants must provide their own
instrument. One hour private or small group lesson and one hour band practice
included. Students may transition into performing with the New Horizons Band
when they feel comfortable. It’s never too late to learn and we love to teach you!

City of Roeland Park
4600 W 51st Street
Roeland Park, Kansas 66205
www.roelandpark.org

erinthompsonforrp@gmail.com
(913) 667-9159

See the article on page 2 of this newsletter for details of 2016 city projects

