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The 2020 Census is coming and everyone counts!

This funding helps our communities create jobs, prepare for emergencies, provide healthcare and nutrition assistance for senior
On April 1, 2020, our nation will conduct its once-a-decade headcitizens and young children, repair roads, improve schools and
count. The goal is to count every person living in the United States hospitals, and much, more. For example, according to Johnson
once, only once, and in the right place. This count includes EVERY- County (countmeinjoco.org), Census data brought $50.6 million to
ONE, citizens and immigrants alike, from new born babies to senJohnson County public K-12 schools in the 2017-18 school year,
iors, and everyone in between.
almost $90,000 for maternal and children’s health in 2018, and
$11.3 million to Johnson County’s highways in 2018.
Responding to the 2020 Census is quick, easy,
private, and important.
Census data also determines how many repreThe 2020 Census survey is just ten basic quessentatives each state sends to the U.S. House of
tions, such as the number of people living at an
Representatives, and also impacts our voice in
address, their age, race, and how they are relatlocal, state, and national elections. Census reced. Citizenship status is NOT one of the questions
ords additionally provide a link to our past, while
asked. The privacy of all Census responses is proour responses will help future generations undertected by law, and answers will never be shared
stand their roots.
with law enforcement, ICE, landlords, or any othYou can help.
er parties. Responding to the 2020 Census will
Conducting the Census is a massive undertakalso be quicker and easier than ever with a new
ing—it is the largest peacetime operation conoption to fill out the Census online, in addition to
ducted by the U.S. Government, and will create over 500,000 temthe traditional paper forms, over the phone, or in person with a
local Census Taker. For more information on these and other top- porary jobs across the country! The Census requires years of planning and the support of thousands of people just like you. A huge
ics, be sure to check out 2020census.gov.
way you can help is just to let your friends and neighbors know
that the 2020 Census is coming, and that we have jobs. Census
Your community is counting on you.
Is there a local program or project you care about? Odds are, it is Takers earn $17/hour in Johnson County while working flexible,
part-time hours during spring and early summer 2020, helping
impacted by Census data. According to the Kansas Governor’s
their home communities respond to the survey. Learn more and
Office, Census data brought about $6 billion to Kansas in 2016
apply online at https://2020census.gov/jobs.
alone—that’s about 25% of our yearly state budget!

Your Code Enforcement Quandaries Answered!
Do you ever wonder what the City’s regulations are on property code maintenance? You’re not
alone. Many of our residents struggle to understand what is and is not allowable in Roeland Park
when it comes to the exterior maintenance of a resident’s home. For example, did you know that you
need a permit to place a dumpster or dumpster bag in your driveway? Did you know that your trees
must be trimmed at least eight feet above a public sidewalk? The Neighborhood Services Department
hopes to address all of this and more at two neighborhood public meetings in 2020. Meet Code Enforcement Officer Wade Holtkamp and learn more about City codes, what they are and how you can
help keep our City beautiful. But first, we want your feed-

back! If you have specific questions or code enforcement
topics you want to learn more about, please let us know
so we can build that into our presentation. Email Wade at
wholtkamp@roelandpark.org and share your thoughts.
The first opportunity to learn more will be at the Community Forum on February 24th at the Roeland Park Community Center at 6 p.m.

Want to shape future growth of Roeland Park? Now is
your chance!
Let us know what’s
important to you by
taking our Comp
Plan survey at
www.surveymonkey
.com/r/
rpmovingforward
Help us build a
better Roeland Park.
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Staff Spotlight:

Roe 2020 Schedule Update

Meet the City Superintendents

After working with the Kansas Dept. of Transportation (KDOT), we
have a revised tentative schedule for the Roe Boulevard improve-

How long have you been with RP
in your current position?
I was originally hired as an
equipment operator July 2016

ments.
•

March 20th: KDOT will select a contractor

•

Early April: Public project kick off meeting. Selected contractor

and was promoted to street

will provide businesses and residents more detailed schedules

superintendent in March 2019.

along with a detailed sequence of project events. Exact date

What is your favorite thing

TBD, stay tuned to our website and social media for updates.

about working for RP?
The citizens, they are almost

•

April 20th: Expected start date (Notice to Proceed)

•

October 31st: Major construction complete south of 51st St.,
except 55th traffic signal, street lighting, landscape and sod-

always friendly and knowledgeDaniel Vandenbos, Street
Superintendent

able of what is going on in the
City. Almost all the interactions I

have had with citizens have started and ended with a smile. Com-

ding
•

November 25th: Landscaping, sodding complete south of 51st

•

Dec 11th 2020 - Feb 26th 2021: Winter shutdown period.
Work from 51st St. to County Line Rd that does not impact

ing from a larger city in the metro, I know that isn’t always common. It speaks to the kindness of the community.
What’s something about you most people wouldn’t know?
I LOVE to cook for people. It is a passion of mine. There is something about cooking and feeding other people that brings me an

traffic may continue during the winter
•

May 21st 2021: Construction complete

Community Events

enormous amount of joy! I’m pretty good at it too!

February 15th - Ward 4 Community Meeting, 10 a.m., Cedar Roe

What do you do for fun?

Library Meeting Room. Will discuss a possible sidewalk on Buena

Just about anything outdoors! I love hiking, fishing, hunting or

Vista near Shawnee Mission Pkwy. Meet Ward 4 Councilmembers.

anything else that takes me to the woods. Nature is my escape.

February 22nd - Share the Warmth Event, see flier below.
February 24th - Community Forum, Roeland Park Community Center, 6 p.m. WCA will present on recycling practice—what can/

How long have you been

cannot be recycled. We will also have a presentation on code en-

with RP?

forcement in Roeland Park (see front page for more details).

Since January 6th, 2020.

April 4th—Breakfast with a Bunny, 8:30—10:30 a.m.; Easter Egg

What would you like to ac-

Hunt, 10 a.m., both at the Roeland Park Community Center

complish in your role in
2020?
Beyond seeing the RPAC
renovation and R Park phase
one and two projects
through, I look forward to
working with the various
advisory committees to
accomplish our objectives

Tony Nichols, Parks
Superintendent

and find ways to coordinate
efforts of the various groups.
Where are you from?
I grew up in Olathe and attended Olathe East HS and went to
Pittsburg State University for college.
What do you like to do for fun?
Most of my spare time is spent with our new baby, but outside of
baby time, I have begun to dabble in wood working.
2

The Roeland Park Recreation Campus
Fun For All
Bingo Night! Friday March 13th, 6 pm - 8 pm, $10/ person; $30/ family up to 4; $40/ family up to 7
Kick off Spring break with some good ol’ family fun playing everyone’s favorite B-I-N-G-O! We've added
twists and special treats to make the game more active and silly. Dinner included. Register in advance.

Roeland Park Community Center
(913) 826-3160

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 am-8 pm

Youth
Cooking: Family Cake Decorating (Ages 6 - 13 with Adult), Saturday February 8th, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm, $28
Knead, color, and create! Use fondant to create cute figurines in this course. Supplies included in fee.
Animal Master Architects with LEGO® (Ages 6 - 12), Tuesday February 18th, 8 am - 5 pm, $60
Be inspired by the natural innovation and engineering of the animal world. Bring water bottle & lunch.
Becoming a Babysitter (Ages 12 - 16), Tuesday February 18th, 8 am - 4 pm, $72
We’ll cover safety, expectations, age appropriate activities, and healthy snacks. First aid and CPR
certification included. Bring sack lunch. Call (913) 826-3161 to schedule a private class.

Friday: 8 am-5 pm
Saturday: 8 am-2 pm

Fitness Room

Cooking: Kids in the Kitchen (Ages 7 - 12), Saturday March 7th, 10 am - noon, $16
K-State Extension instructs on food safety, cooking skills, and nutrition. Theme is Nacho Regular Taco.
Cooking: Cake Decorating 101 (Ages 8 - 13), Sunday March 8th, noon - 2 pm, $40
Take home your masterpiece and wow the family! Supplies included in fee.

Monday-Thursday: 7 am-8 pm
Friday: 7 am-6 pm
Saturday: 8 am-2 pm

Spring Break FUNdamentals of the Force using LEGO® (Ages 5 - 12), March 16th - March 20th, 8 am - 5 pm,
$275
Create motorized droids, energy catapults, and settlements from a faraway galaxy. Bring lunch.

Sunday: Closed

Roeland Park Aquatic Center
(913) 826-3120

Roeland Park Sports Dome

50 Plus
Games: Valentine’s Day Lunch & Bingo, Friday February 14th, 11:30 am - 2 pm, $15 in advance; $18 starting
2/7*
Treat yourself to a special day with a catered lunch and 12 games of bingo for a variety of prizes. Singles and
couples welcome!
Games: Mardi Gras Mah Jongg Tournament, Tuesday February 25th, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm, $14*
Let the good times roll! We’ll keep you energized this Fat Tuesday with coffee, lunch, and dessert.

(913) 362-8700
Please call for open gym and court
rental availability.

Games: Van Gogh Bingo, Thursday March 26th, 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm, $5 / $6 day of registration*
Delight in food, prizes, fun, and 12 games of bingo. Variety of prizes including gift certificates.
*Cost of admission covers food and staff time to administer program. No additional charge for program.

www.jcprd.com

Rental Space Available!
Planning a graduation party, meeting, birthday party, shower, or wedding reception? We have a variety of
rooms available to meet your rental needs. Spaces can accommodate anywhere from 40-125 people and are
an exceptional value for Roeland Park residents. Give us a call for more detailed information or to check
availability. Remember, it's never too early to start thinking about graduation parties! Weekends in May
book fast!
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Tips for a Sustainable Valentines Day

D

o you plan to give flowers this Valentines Day? Consider looking for Whole Trade flowers (similar to Fair
Trade for food), or buy from growers found on the
slowflowers.com website, which will connect you to
local florists and farmers who are committed to using American-grown flowers. Just for fun,
give a potted plant instead! Most cut flowers are grown with extensive pesticides and shipped
long distances, adding to greenhouse gas emissions.

Thank You
R Park Donors
Tom and Judy Hyde
David Chavez, Agent, State Farm
Insurance in Roeland Park

If your sweetheart loves chocolate, look for the Free Trade Certified and Organically Grown
brands. In addition to treating their workers fairly and not using child labor, these brands use
agricultural practices which contribute less to deforestation, pesticide and fertilizer misuse,
and production of greenhouse gasses.
-by Judy Hyde, Sustainability Committee Chair

Keep Sidewalks Safe and Passable after the Snow
Residents are responsible for keeping the sidewalk abutting their house safe and clear for
pedestrians. This includes removing all snow and ice within 48 hours after an event. If ice
removal is not possible, residents should lay down sand or other noncorrosive material.
This is especially important on main corridors of the City and near school zones. If you are
physically unable to shovel your sidewalk, please reach out to City Hall at 913-722-2600.
We will do our best to coordinate snow removal volunteers to assist those in need.
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