Roeland Park Historical Committee
Meeting Minutes
April 22nd, 2021
Opening: The 4th meeting of the Roeland Park Historical Committee was called to order at
3pm on Thursday April 22, 2021 via GotoMeeting facilitated by Chris Wolff.

Present: Michael Rebne council liason, Chief John Morris, Chris Wolff, Jim Grebe, Allen Foley,
Russell MCorkle, Liz Vogel, Laura Savidge. Not present Ian Tompkins, Peter Macek, Tom
Madigan
Agenda:
A. Committee Size Discussion. We discussed the rules governing the size of Ad Hoc
Committees in Roeland Park. There is not a limit to the number of members permitted.

Sec. 1-1402 Creation and Establishment
Ad hoc committees shall be established by the Governing Body, with the approval of a
majority vote at a City Council meeting. Ad hoc committees shall consist of up to four
members of the Governing Body. If five or more of the Governing Body want to be on an
ad hoc Committee, then the subject will be returned to a Governing Body workshop. In
addition, City residents, Roeland Park business owners and members of the City Staff may
be included on the committee; provided that non-Governing Body members shall not
exceed two-thirds of the total committee membership. City residents and Roeland Park
business owners desiring to become a member of an ad hoc committee must submit a
volunteer application and shall be appointed by the Mayor and approved by a majority vote
at a City Council meeting.

B. Committee discussed the rules governing the quorum required to conduct business and
voting. The quorum was defined as a majority of committee members being in
attendance. An affirmative vote is a majority of those members present at the meeting.
Kansas Open Meeting Act
74-99b07. Quorum required to transact business; executive session, when used; open meetings act;
exceptions. (a) No business of the board shall be transacted except at a regular or special meeting at which
a quorum consisting of at least a majority of the total voting membership of the board is present. Any
action of the board shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of those at any meeting of the board at
which a quorum is present.

C. Members who had not turned in their committee application so that they could be
approved by the City Council were encouraged to do so.
D. Member Allen Foley discussed the idea of adding a sign that discussed the Shawnee
Methodist Indian Mission. He discussed possible wording and locations for such a sign. A
discussion took place where it was suggested that perhaps such a sign could focus on
the Shawnee Indians and their history in the area rather than on the Indian Mission
itself, which is already known in the community and promoted on its own. It was agreed
to include a sign promoting either the mission or the Shawnee in the list the committee
will eventually vote on and present to the city council.
See Appendix 1.

E. Allen discussed via a powerpoint presentation his conversations with the National Parks
Service about their program of signage marking the Santa Fe Trail. The signs would be
free and could be used to mark the trail all through Roeland Park. Allen suggested that
the locations of the signs could be used in conjunction with the Otocast virtual history
tour to help create a route that people could travel virtually or physically along the
route of the trail through Roeland Park. Allen offered to contact county authorities to
see if adding NPS signs would be allowed.
See appendix 2.

F. Allen discussed the communications he had with Panier signs. This is the company
creating a new sign for the Shawnee Indian Mission State Historical Site. He discussed
via a powerpoint presentation pricing of the signs, the company’s 10 year warranty and
a couple of different styles available. It was agreed that the committee members would
think about possible locations for these types of signs and that we would come together
and brainstorm during the next meeting.
See appendix 3.
G. Chris discussed the communications he had with Sewah Studios. This is the company
that has created the metal historical signs for neighboring communities Westport and
Merriam. He discussed via a powerpoint the different styles of signs that the company
makes and the styles used by Westport and Merriam. A discussion was had regarding
the desire to choose styles that were compatible or the same with what Roeland Park’s

neighboring communities had chosen. A discussion was also had as to the need for the
committee to decide which style(s) to recommend and whether to use one size or
different sizes to fit different locations and the different word counts of the signs.
Pricing was discussed as well as the extras such as etched plates that could contain a
logo and metal photographs that could enhance a sign’s message.
See Appendix 4

H. Project Brand: A discussion was had on the creation of a brand for the signage project.

Agenda for next meeting:
A. Allen has volunteered to contact county authorities in regards to NPS signage
B. Committee members will give thought to the possible location of interpretive signage in
Roeland Park.
C. Committee designers have agreed to think about ideas for a brand or logo for the
signage project. Chris Wolff has forwarded some historic photographs bearing on
Roeland Park History to help them.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.
Next Meeting set at 3pm on Thursday May 27th.

Appendix 1: Proposed Shawnee Indian Mission signage

The Shawnee Indian Mission sign… Fairway is not the owner of the “Shawnee Indian Mission” and they
do not want to claim to be the owner. It is administered by the “Kansas State Historical Society”. Fairway
has only graciously taken over the buildings as maintenance was failing. There is also a “Shawnee Indian
Mission Foundation” who is a local advocacy group, partnering with the City of Fairway (Mission daily
operations) and the Kansas State Historical Society. The “Shawnee Indian Misson” is a very important, if
not the most important part of Roeland Park history… -The original “Shawnee Indian Misson” land made
up around 70% of Roeland Parks current land mass. -The first historical reference of residence for
Roeland Park was the “Shawnee Indian Misson”. There is no reference, that any Native Americans were
moved or inhabited the bare land. Most Native Americans or The Shawnee Tribe arrived in the area
around the same time as the “Shawnee Indian Misson” was built. -Roeland Park’s, Shawnee Indian
Mission was also part of the first organized legal right to property in the state of Kansas -The first crops
or any plantings in Roeland Park could have well come from the “Shawnee Indian Misson” this would
include Kansas’s first Apple Orchard. -One of the first buildings or definitely the first “Stables” were built
on Roeland Park land at the corner of 53rd and Misson Rd or 53rd and Reinhardt. Johnson County holds
the most important historical monument in Kansas, which is the “Shawnee Indian Misson” and it was on
Roeland Park land which makes it a big part of Roeland Park history. Most think the “Shawnee Indian
Misson” are only three buildings. This sign would be the first in entire Johnson County that refers the
vastness of its 2000 acre land. This is a very important note of history in general. Actual Location of the
sign: Intersect of Briar north/south and Adler west/east. However, Carpenter Park in Roeland Park
would be a perfect location due to the inset north property line. (This sign should hopefully face exactly
south so the viewer is facing north. On each edge a N, S, W and E (north, south, west and east) with a
small arrow to orientate the viewer for direction)
Option #1 Tittle: The Shawnee Indian Mission In 1939, Roeland Park was the home of two NativeAmerican Missions. “The Shawnee Indian Mission (Methodist)” and “The Shawnee Baptist Mission”.
The boarders between each are designated going North and West from this area. The Shawnee Indian
Mission (Methodist) encompassed over 2000 acres. Three of the original 10 buildings still stand at
53rd and Mission Road. One of which “The Stables” was located in Roeland Park. ( Possible extra
information The mission was….) (The wording int he copy “The Shawnee Indian Mission (Methodist)” is
very important as it best describes how it is referred to today.)
Option #2 Tittle: The Shawnee Indian Mission In 1855, The Shawnee Indian Mission (Methodist)
covered 70% of Roeland Park Land. It’s border goes North and West from this area. The Shawnee
Indian Mission (Methodist) encompassed over 2000 acres. Three of the original 10 buildings still stand
at 53rd and Mission Rd. One of which “The Stables” was located in Roeland Park. ( Possible extra
information The mission was….) (The wording in the copy “The Shawnee Indian Mission (Methodist)” is
very important as it best describes how it is referred to today.)

Appendix 2: National Parks Signage
The “Santa Fe Trail/ National Parks signage I have spent a large amount of time discussing with the
“National Parks Service” the possibility of them donating signage along with their very valuable
endorsement to Roeland Parks designation of the Santa Fe Trail. It is a National Endorsement. They will
supply the signs at no cost but we will have to supply metal posts and installation of course. Nothing has
been finalized, however the immediate interest is there. I would like to bring this to the attention of the
committee as being a part of the signage for the Santa Fe Trail in Roeland Parkat this point in case it
comes to fruition. There is paperwork and acceptance etc. If this did come to be…we have a great
opportunity to create an interactive element and possibly the first of its kind, by the installation of 5
points along our trail with 2 signs opposite facing each. This interactive guide could be on our cities
website or thru the Otocast app if we decide to move forward with that application. It would read in
some fashion as follows: Walk/Bicycle or Drive the actual Santa Fe Trail in Roeland Park. (Santa Fe Trail
signage numbered 1 thru 5. Double sided 5 posts with 2 signs on each opposite. 1.(Located at East
entrance of Roeland Park. With a lower sign stating) Westport, Missouri 5 miles… (with a pointing arrow
graphic….) Copy: “The year is 1852. You have just left the last City in the United States, The City of
Westport Missouri. Make sure you have your supplies for your long and dangerous journey to the
wilderness of the Western Frontier.” 2. (With lower sign: Shawnee Indian Mission… with a pointing
arrow graphic….) Copy: “Look just South to the Shawnee Methodist Indian Mission. The school under
the supervision of Thomas Johnson will be the last brick buildings you will see on your long journey.
Please be courteous of the children, who might be very busy learning many skills at the “School of
Labor”. 3. (No lower sign) Copy: “Please also be courteous on your journey to the Native American
population. In this area the “Shawnee and Delaware" are the most prominent. Soon you will arrive in
“Kansa” land.” 4. (With lower sign: Shawnee Baptist and Quaker Mission… with a pointing arrow
graphics….) Copy: “On your way out notice the Shawnee Baptist Mission and the Quaker or Friends
Indian Mission. Please be quite as classes could be going on during your journey” 5. (Located at West
exiting Roeland Park. With lower sign:) California 1700 miles, Oregon

Appendix 3: Pannier Quote on interpretive signage.

Appendix 4: Sewah Studios Pricing on Ohio and Georgia styles. (used by Westport and Merriam)
Pricing includes 7’ post and shipping. Etched plates are $125, Metal photographs are $75 extra.

