
Sustainability Committee
City of Roeland Park, KS
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 6, 2023, 6:15 pm
In Person Meeting – City Hall

The purpose of the Sustainability Committee is to make recommendations to the 

Governing Body concerning issues relating to or affecting environmental sustainability.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/99339586327
Meeting ID: 993 3958 6327

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Committee:
David Smith – Co-chair; Megan Reavis – Co-chair; Melissa Castillo

Wade Holtkamp, City Liaison; Jen Hill and Benjamin Dickens, City Council liaisons

Members in attendance:  Megan Reavis, Melissa Castillo, Megan Reavis
Liaison(s) in attendance: 
Guest(s) in attendance: 
Call to Order: 6:17

Approval of minutes: 

Citizen Comment(s): 

Additions to the Agenda: 
Sustainability Minute: 
· Members are invited to highlight and/or share thoughts, experiences, or observations from outside the meetings that illustrate sustainable practices and the importance of the Sustainability Committee’s mission. (All)
New Business:
· Urbavore composting presentation- Melissa to put an action item on City Council Agenda form

· Dan has been growing organic food for nearly 20 years

· Urbavore farm- 13 acres eastern KC, 200 chickens, 30 pigs

· Compost Collective collects food waste from KC households (3000+ customers, 100 curbside customers in RP)

· Dan wants to replicate this model through urban farms throughout KC- collect food waste, turn it into farm compost and sequester carbon

· 8% of global greenhouse gas emissions come from methane from food waste, 5-10% comes from wastewater treatment

· RP’s size and location make it a good model city, can offer entire city compost capacity without straining current capacity

· $20/resident/month with bimonthly service, $30 for weekly

· Customers get 4 gallon bucket, gets cleaned during servicing

· Customers get 50 lbs of compost per year

· Bin-swapping program at $8/swap

· Commercial service $70/month (64 gallon bin)

· Reduces need for trash pickup- up to 50% of waste by weight

· Pilot program? 250-500 residents would be a good start, one route could do 250-300 people

· Centralized neighborhood collection/dropoff? Need sites at parks, libraries, community center

· Centralized collection up to 90% cheaper than curbside (but less convenient for consumers than curbside). Carabiners can lock down lids to prevent nuisance animals

· Committee votes to allow promotion of program via social media, park bulletin board flyers, add to City Council agenda

· R Park message board – approved for use 

· Litter Cleanup- need funds for grabber sticks- contact Kelly Nielsen regarding funds

· Newsletter submission: articles and litter cleanup announcement, others?

· E-bikes: potential to assist with project

· MARC CRP grant for eBikes

· Need to determine how much we need to write in grants vs. City input

· MARC grants https://www.marc.org/local-government-local-government-programs/government-innovations-forum/grant-opportunities

 HYPERLINK ""

· Dave- reach out to Rebne regarding bus shelters

· Put together bike map with looping routes, put it in newsletter

· Go solar for Roe and Nall Park?
Adjourn: 7:08
Next Meeting: April 6, 2023 [in person at City Hall 6:15 pm]

